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S.B. 693 S.D. 2 

RELATING TO THE STATEWIDE TRAFFIC CODE. 
 

House Committee on Transportation 
 
The Department of Transportation supports with an amendment S.B. 693, S.D. 2 to 
provide an operational clarification for pedestrian countdown timers by amending 
section 291C-33 Hawaii Revised Statutes. 
 
We request SECTION 2.(3) to read as follows: 
 
(3) Countdown timer.  If the pedestrian-control signal is equipped with a countdown 
timer, no pedestrian shall start to cross the roadway in the direction of such signal once 
the countdown begins, but any pedestrian who has partially completed the pedestrian’s 
crossing when the countdown begins shall complete the crossing to a sidewalk or safety 
island before the countdown timer ends. 
 
This will provide consistency with the meaning of the “Don’t Walk” or “Upraised Palm” 
pedestrian signal indications.  Clarifying that a pedestrian can finish their crossing and 
not start their crossing when countdown numbers are displayed will reduce pedestrian 
confusion. 
 
As written, S.B. 693, S.D. 2 will allow people to start their crossing after the countdown 
has begun.  This will decrease overall intersection safety especially for elderly persons 
and children, our most vulnerable pedestrians, as they may incorrectly judge the time 
needed to complete their crossing.   In addition, the result of more pedestrians crossing 
after the countdown begins comes the increase potential for pedestrian and vehicle 
accidents due to added pedestrian-vehicle conflicts, and less or smaller gaps in traffic 
for turning vehicles. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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